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THE WHY
In all endeavors of life, change occurs, and keeping up with the change is an ongoing learning
process. Without being knowledgeable about the current state of the world, a person cannot make
intelligent decisions with regards to voting, traveling, and perhaps even choosing the proper type
of spaghetti. Further, many occupations now have ongoing requirements of education in their
area to keep the industry modern and safe. If a person does not keep up with the changes in their
job sector, they may find themselves without employment.
These Current Events are designed to encourage a regular reading habit, in this case, in their field
of study for their course. The work load is not extensive for this requirement. Just a read short
article relating to the course as outlined below. Then write a brief summary, and give me your
opinion on what the article had to say. Opinions are neither right nor wrong, but a reason must be
given. Think. What is it that you read that made you feel that way, and tell me.

THE HOW
The article must relate to the class for which it is being submitted:
Course

Topic(s)

Computer Programming

Articles about any programming language: changes, theories, problems,
history, etc. It must be from a recent periodical publication. Articles
relating to video games will be acceptable if the majority of the article
relates to a programming aspect such as logic, programming, etc. (NO
game play reviews.)

AP Computers
ECS
Digital Imaging

Relates to photographic exhibits, techniques, software, and cameras.
Articles that are reviews from a buying service (such as mysimon.com) or
the vendor's own material (such as a review of a Sony camera from Sony's
own sources) are not acceptable.

Health

Topic will vary with each assignment. Please read the individual
assignment listing for the class to check for the correct topic that week.

New Media
Intro to Computers
Information Processing
Government

Articles must relate to some aspect of government operation within the
U.S., dealings with foreign governments, or political problems in other
countries. Additional topics that are acceptable include: human rights,
personal responsibility, and challenges to authorities.

History

Topic will vary with each assignment. Please read the individual
assignment listing for the class to check for the correct topic that week.

Economics

Must relate to some aspect of the economy/Economics: changes in
inflation, bank/loan rates, new regulations that affect production, prices,
industry practices.
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In all cases, a copy of the source material must accompany the student's work. A web link is
acceptable for grading purposes (it must be a full link, copied out of the browser's address bar
and NOT just the root site address - i.e. www.yahoo.com is a root link), or a copy of the article.
The article itself must be at least four paragraphs in length.
A brief summary must be written, one paragraph in length, and cannot be a direct copy or
paraphrase of the original article.
The opinion section must be one paragraph, and include a reason for the opinion. Don't say that
you like the new Alienware computer because it's cool. Tell me what makes it cool to you.
Remember, poor spelling and grammar will cause the loss of points.
Use actual news websites. If you are not sure if a site is a news site, ask.
Example of news sites:
 www.cnn.com
 www.latimes.com
 www.msnbc.com
 www.cnet.com
 www.dpreview.com
Examples of sites that are not news related:
 www.wikipedia.org (reference site, they report history, not the news)
 www.apple.com (corporate site, they sell make/sell products, not review them)
 www.lacma.org (non-profit site, they promote their own work, not report on others)
File Formats: If you are turning in a file online, which is the preferred method, the following
formats are acceptable: odt, doc, docx, rtf, pdf, txt (if images are not required). Do not use any
format other than what is listed: This includes Apple's pages format! Unauthorized file formats
may earn an initial zero.
NOTE FOR NEW MEDIA & INTRO CLASSES: Specific formatting may be specified and
thereby becomes a part of the Grading Guide.
Grading Guide:



Major (up to 20% each) – Missing: article/web link, summary, opinion. Off topic
subjects. (multiple instances may increase penalty to more than 20%)
Minor (up to 10% each) - Spelling / grammar errors, incomplete web link (multiple
instances may increase penalty to more than 10%)
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Example of Current Event using link:
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Example of Current Event w/ copy of article:
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Example of written Current Event:

